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CAPE CORAL

It could cost taxpayers $35,000 to expand utility services by 2040 Cape
Coral after the city council voted to approve a plan to do just that.

That price tag is almost double what some of their neighbors paid not
too long ago.

Kevin Burkett moved into his home about a year ago, trading the snow
in Indiana for the sunshine of Cape Coral.

He doesn’t want to leave, but he might because of the estimated
assessments in the city’s utility expansion plan.

“Iwould consider moving. Still thinking about it,” said Burkett.

Burkett’s utilities extension project (UEP) estimate is $35,000 dollars. He
lives in a home in what the city calls ‘North West 1, as you can see in the
map below. There are 7,300 homes total in North West 1.
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The city’s $35,000 UEP estimate breaks down like this: More than $28,000
for water, irrigation distribution, and wastewater collection, and $6,700
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for capital facility expansion charges.

City of Cape Coral
North 1 West Assessments
Estimated Land Area (SF) and CFEC

Water and Irrigation
Distribution and
Wastewater Collection

Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated
Water Sewer Irrigation Total

Land Area Assessment
Per 1 EP = 10,000 SF

Capital Facility Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated
Expansion Charge Water Sewer Irrigation Total
System Demand Units

Per 1 ERU (/8" meter,
receiving all three utilties)

“I was absolutely shocked at the price,” said Burkett.

The goal of Cape Coral’s utility expansion plan is to extend water, sewer,
and irrigation to the entire city by 2040.

Jeff Martin isn't too concerned as to how it would impact him but
worries about his neighbors, especially those who are already
financially struggling after Hurricane Ian.

“Everybody’s roofs are done. Some of these people may or may not have
insurance. I know my neighbor over there doesn’t. So that’s not going to
be a great bill for her,” Martin said.

During a meeting on November 30, city leaders discussed the
assessment costs, expressing concern at the timing, but there was a
possibility that if delayed, those costs would be higher. The city will
finalize the assessment numbers in early 2023.

Due to Cape Coral approving its UEP plan, the utilities department can
now move forward and apply for low-interest state revolving loans.
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